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North America Tour
1- 20 Mar 2016

Ottawa « Burlington e
Markham e Kingston

« New York City

Dancers (from left): Xue-ning Zhang, Jessica Burrows, Zk

Hong Kong Ballet embarked on a North America
tour for three weeks in March 2016, visiting five
cities in Canada and USA. Spanning between T1st
and 20th March, the 44-strong troupe, led by
Madeleine Onne, its Artistic Director since 2009,
danced a carefully selected programmme including
a full-length ballet and mixed bill on the stages of
Southam Hall, National Arts Centre in Canada’s
capital city, Ottawa, The Burlington Performing
Arts Centre in Burlington, Flato Markham Theatre
in Markham, Regina Rosen Auditorium in The
Grand Theatre, Kingston before crossing the USA
borders to appear at The Joyce Theater in New
York City.

The three week-long tour was met with
enthusiastic applause, standing ovations and
critical acclaim. The Company gave a total of 15
performances, reaching over 11,000 audience
members. Critics have praised this ensemble on

its versatility, artistry and technical excellence.
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S NOTE
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“It has been a tough but wonderful tour and a true
adventure for all the dancers. It was an absolutely
fantastic experience to see the audiences in
Canada and New York City take the Hong Kong
Ballet dancers to their hearts. The strong, warm
and extended applause after every show and
even some standing ovations gave the dancers
extra energy to dance better than ever. They really
were the best ambassadors one can imagine for
Hong Kong and the feedback | have received
regarding their performances both on and off
stage makes me extremely proud. | am happy to
see that the past seven years' work together with
the Company has resulted in such an enthusiastic
reception in a city like New York, where its
audience really knows dance. | am confident that
Hong Kong Ballet will continue to develop and be
a company to really count on in the international

ballet scene.”
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OTTAWA, CANADA

Venue

Repertoire
Performance date

Repertoire

Performance dates

: Southam Hall, National Arts Centre (2132 seats)

: Li Jun’s Dancing with the Wind, Duato’s Castrati, Pastor’s In Light and Shadow
: 1 March 2016 (one performance)

: Cynthia Harvey’s The Sleeping Beauty
: 3" = 5" March 2016 (three performances)

Live Accompaniment : National Arts Centre Orchestra, conducted by Judith Yan

Guest artist

: Friedemann Vogel (3“ & 4™ March)

BURLINGTON, CANADA

Venue
Repertoire
Performance date

: The Burlington Performing Arts Centre (718 seats)
: Fei Bo’s Pas de Trois from A Room of Her Own, Duato’s Castrati, Pastor’s In Light and Shadow
: 8" March 2016 (one performance)

MARKHAM, CANADA

Venue
Repertoire
Performance date

: Flato Markham Theatre (527 seats)
: Fei Bo’s Pas de Trois from A Room of Her Own, Duato’s Castrati, Pastor’s In Light and Shadow
10" March 2016 (one performance)

KINGSTON, CANADA

Venue
Repertoire
Performance date

: Regina Rosen Auditorium, The Grand Theatre (729 seats)
: Fei Bo’s Pas de Trois from A Room of Her Own, Duato’s Castrati, Pastor’s In Light and Shadow
: 12" March 2016 (one performance)

NEW YORK CITY, USA

Venue

Repertoire
Performance dates

Repertoire

Performance dates

. The Joyce Theater (472 seats)

: Fei Bo’s Pas de Trois from A Room of Her Own, Duato’s Castrati, Pastor’s In Light and Shadow
: 15™ - 20™ March 2016 (six performances)

: Fei Bo’s Pas de Trois from A Room of Her Own,
Li Jun’s Dancing with the Wind, Pastor’s In Light and Shadow
: 19" March 2016 (one performance)
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THE PROGRAMME fii

The programme chosen for this tour included
the time-honored classic, The Sleeping Beauty,
produced by the great ballerina, Cynthia Harvey,
after Marius Petipa. Guest artist, Friedemann
Vogel, Principal Dancer of the Stuttgart Ballet and
Guest Principal of Mikhailovsky Theatre, joined
forces with the Hong Kong Ballet dancers in this
popular production. Accompanied by National
Arts Centre Orchestra under the baton of Judith
Yan, the dancers from Hong Kong Ballet were
joined by 11 student dancers ages 15 and above,
and 10 children dancers ages 6 - 10 from Ottawa,
making this a true cultural exchange between two
cities.

The mixed bill programme showcased four of the
Company’s signature pieces, consisting of two
Chinese choreographers’ works: Li Jun’s Dancing
with the Wind and Fei Bo’s Pas de Trois from A
Room of Her Own. The other two pieces were
Nacho Duato’s Castrati and Krzysztof Pastor’s
In Light and Shadow, which completed the tour
programme that accentuated the versatility,
artistry and technical excellence of this top-notch
dance institution.

The Sleeping Beauty | Dancers (from left): Lin Li, Shunsuke Arimizu |
Photographer: Aleksandar Antonijevic
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Castrati | Dancers (from left): Shunsuke Arimizu, Jun Xia, Lin Li |
Photographer: Yi-Chun Wu
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Hong Kong Ballet

March 8 asem March 10 a gom

The Burlington Flato Markham Theatre
Performing Arts Centre 905-305-7469

905-681-6000 markham.ca
burlingtonpac.ca by Millar Thom

All the presenters widely publicized the
performance details on their websites and social
media platforms - Facebook, Twitter campaigns
to target potential audiences. Other publicity
materials included posters, banners, outdoor
lightboxes, and postcards etc.
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Tre BURLINGTON One of the premier classical

PERFDRMlNG baflet companies in Asia
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March 8 at Bpm

Box Office 905-681-6000 burlingtonpac.ca
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' Asia's Premier
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Ottawa .

Coverage by media including Ottawa Citizen, Le Droit, Ottawa Metro, Apt 613, Capital Critic
Circle, CHIN FM (Radio), CKCU (Radio), Les matins d’ici (Radio-Canada), Téléjournal Radio-
Canada, OMNI Mandarin (ON), Susan Hickman’s The Dance Blog

Dancer interviews by Ottawa Citizen and Téléjournal Radio-Canada

Burlington

A TV spot done by Suzanne Haines, Executive Director of The Burlington Performing Arts
Centre on Morning Live

Preview and dancer interview by The Hamilton Spectator

Markham

A press gathering with the attendance of 16 media members - Toronto Star, Markham
Economist & Sun, Sing Tao, Ming Pao, Today Commercial News, China Daily, New Star Times,
Canada National TV, CCTV, Fairchild TV, Fairchild Radio, OMNITV, Toronto TV.net, CTV News,
and Chinese Canadian Voice

Previews by Ming Pao, Sing Tao, OMNITV, and Fairchild TV

Dancer interview by The Economist & Sun

Kingston

A full digital marketing strategy with videos and stories along with boosted posts
Reached out to dance schools and had targeted interest focused campaigns

New York City

Season brochures printed for mail and distribution

Postcards distributed throughout New York dance studios and neighborhood establishments
Engagement pitched to New York press for preview stories and listings, e.g. Culture+ Travel
Arranged a photo-call session for media

Artistic Director interviews by Pointe Magazine, and independent journalist

Dancer interviews by FOX TV, Pointe Magazine, Dance Enthusiast
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WHAT THE CRITICS SAID

The New York Times:
“[Headline] Hong Kong Ballet, Polished and Ready for More”

“Company of lovely dancers”

“[In Light and Shadow] The stage brightens and is filled with the ensemble, as well as quick sections that highlight
the qualities of individual dancers: the engaging wit of Jessica Burrows, the sunny appeal of Dong Ruixue and the

extraordinary airiness of Xia Jun.”

TheBroadwayWorld.com:
“[Pas de Trois from A Room of Her Own (18th March)] The technigue of both women was a superb blend of

classical ballet and modernistic steps. Their sinewy arms rippled as Mr Jerkander would cast each one around in

passion.

“[Pas de Trois from A Room of Her Own (20th March)] Yu-yao Liu was particularly striking with her remarkable
extension and her dramatic ability. Liu, together with Miao-miao Liu as the pretty mistress, and Jia-bo Li as the

strong husband, presented a mesmerizing short story ballet.”

“[Castrati (18th March)] | was truly blown away by the strength, bravura, exuberance, freedom and the dynamic
abilities of these nine male dancers...| can attest that the men of the Hong Kong Ballet are as talented and

disciplined in their performance as the greats from ABT long ago.”
“[Castrati (20th March)] The audience went wild with applause and vocal appreciation.”

“[in Light and Shadow] Jun Xia’'s gorgeous arched feet and 180-degree extension were reminiscent of the famous
Vladimir Malakhov. | believe | will continue to hear of his accomplishments, and that he will obtain the admiration of

many balletomanes.”

“I honestly haven't seen an entire company dance with such skill and heart in a long time. Artistic Director
Madeleine Onne; Senior Ballet Master Jing Liang; Ballet Mistress Min Tang; and all those who have coached these
dancers need to know that their efforts have come to fruition. Please continue to keep classical and neo-classical

at this level of excellence.”

Eye On The Arts:

“A technical and beautiful force”

“[Pas de Trois from A Room of Her Own] Leg extensions gorgeously highlighted by the skirts underscore this

soulful and sad work that compels the audience to view it with wonder.”

“By and large, the most memorable piece of the night is the turbulent Castrati..The presence of the full cast evokes

a visceral viewing experience split by intrigue.”

11



“lin Light and Shadow] Ability and artistry cannot be contested as the dancers are clearly expert in their craft.”

“Hong Kong Ballet’s reputation is well earned and under the direction of Madeleine Onne continues to prove itself

as an important staple in the world of ballet.”

Mark Kappel, Dance blogger:

“[Castrati] The ensemble cast of Jie Shen, Jun Xia, Wei Wei, Jia-bo Li, Lucas Jerkander, Shunsuke Arimizu, Chun
Long Leung, Ricky Hu, and Lin Li brought great power to Duato’s choreographic images...From the efforts made
by the Company’s Artistic Director, Madeleine Onne, and the excellent performances of the dancers, in this

performance the Hong Kong Ballet proved itself to be a company of international standard.”

Bachtrack.com:
“lin Light and Shadow] The piece begins with the Aria from the Goldberg Variations, where Yao Jin, partnered by

Wei Wei, was beautifully lyrical. She radiated a warm and soft presence.”

Apt613:

“The Sleeping Beauty was beautiful, graceful and exact. The dancers made this impossibly technical performance
look effortless. While the ballerinas span quadruple pirouettes on point and the ballerinos did saubresaut’s two feet

in the air”

Critical Dance:
“The dancers handled Duato’s choreography well, and Jie Shen danced the chosen boy with an extraordinarily rich

emotional range.”

“The women were the focal points, led by a somewhat solemn woman in a blue-green skirt (Liu Miao-miao), a
vivacious, sensuous one in a red dress (Jessica Burrows), and a vibrant one in a yellow print skirt (Dong Ruixue)
who brought a particularly lively, youthful air to her dancing. All three lit up the stage whenever they appeared,
regardless of the lighting used to illuminate them. The concluding section of the piece, in which groups of dancers
occupy separate areas of the stage and take turns as the segment’s focus, is particularly well choreographed and

interesting to watch.”

“This is an engaging group of dancers, who might well be a very fine group of classical and contemporary ballet

dancers judging from the company’s repertoire and its determination to be a player in international ballet.”

¥ '_ ; '{
In light and Shadow | Hong Kong Ballet Dancers |

=. A Photographer: Yi-Chun Wu
. ez @) | S EEEEES |
W% Yi-Chun Wu

Castrati | Hong Kong Ballet Dancers |
Photographer: Yi-Chun Wu
(FiEE) | BEEEHFmAENRES |

W Yi-Chun Wu




9% ot

(ABAIRFER ) -

TSR BEDEREE - fEREEE - EB4EE
" SEEROSEE EHRIRY

FICOCERRZ 2/ ) | o—=ikt - SFEESEEmma LEEATE - REMFERIGRERFHIEEMER | s - BRENRER
AEE EMENETRER - BIRERIENAYEER - o

TheBroadwayWorld.com:
T —RtECHERY =A% (3B 18 H ) | MIULEEFIESMZIRLS « ihHEENEERNARNES TS © 1M
BANFEIRERE  MERERHEPIMAER TS o 4

T —REMECRER ) =A% (3 B 20 H ) | 2ISEINRNEN SRS HBESER AR - tilimEEREBREEE - B
EEmEEII S RN ZFRE - 80 DEISESIIEREENS - .

TI{FEE) (38180 ) | HTREERENUBHEREERRANE  HERIS  BETh - BEEN  FHERATTE)
HAILERE B ER NS EE ST E R RORATEEE R B HnfliRExR - o

FICERES) (3520 0) BRSNS - RUSNEBIEEmET -
rQHEEREY 2 R ) | B SHEOMI 180 EEEEE S \BHBIEREHIATE « RATSIATA AR IS E S EEEAY

FEER HRAZRB—E2E L TOEERERIS - MERSUERFTmEVTHZEES - 2RSS  SRFEEEAMRE
SZEEMEY - R BEEEEERFEEENAREZENE - MFIRNSHINERE - MEMRSE - FlBE 5K
FHEBESE CRISSKE -

The Sleeping Beauty | Dancer: Zhi-yao Chen |
Photographer: Aleksandar Antonijevic
CEESEA ) | SFIEE « BRIEIE |

#E82 : Aleksandar Antonijevic

13



{Eye OnThe Arts ) :
F—(EfFE s - EASERINER

T —fEtbE CRIER Y = AZE | BRETRYEIERE FESEMNER - MRZELEFRIORIBENEE  (EEHRHLIUE - o

FEEMS SRS AHTIFREZEN (@) ... SEES RERER—XRIBAERYE  FREEREIOMEL

FICOCERR 2 ) | BRI hBIRBE NS, - RIRSHEE A SMPIZMEHIEANNER - o
rEEEEHEFSRYEE  IHEBERSSENES MR EREEFHE - |

HEI5E% Mark Kappel:

FIKR@EEN A BR - FiEl - 28 BERE  BKEN - B0 BB MEEMES B MRS REL D
= BREESMEERESEREE N UR—REHEBRIVEE  EXELELEPRSEEEEE D2 —EEDRIRKE
ROZEE - .

Bachtrack.com:
FICOCERZ 2R ) | (ERITIBRAE - ( SR ) SKELsE - SEMMASINERSLE  SEEE - IREENZEEN

ez} =

{Apt613):
CEEA ) BEES  BRINES - BES RS RSNE ERPMABIR - BEESHIEEESITENRE
LR . SERRETCRRRE o

{ Critical Dance ) :
M EEEM I fRRERIEEEY AN ERLENERUEEIM INENEZ - |

"UREERENNT  AFEGOENEERLT (255 )  FAEMDERMENEES (3ks - BE) - 1FE
ENERERIENTIHH ( BlnS ) KSR - TR —(EEEBREFTEFERBHRE - NERIELREMMS £ - =M
=R - BEFESEIPDES - HRER - BESLOET VSRS LNSENE - WERIMTERIER SRR
FNEHENFE © o

TER—X5IAABNEER  A—REhuRRAEERIFEESNERES RRUEESENEIE  NEEREERE
18 FEN—RBZAGRL © o

-,

In light and Shadow | Dancer: Jun Xia |
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Celebrating Hong Kong Ballet’s debut
appearances, two post-performance receptions
were held at The National Arts Centre on 4th
March and The Joyce Theater on 15th March,
sponsored respectively by the tour partners: the
Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office in Toronto,
represented by its Director Ms Kathy Chan, as well
as the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office
in New York, represented by Director Mr Steve
Barclay.
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(From left): Luo Zhaohui, Ambassador, Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary of P.R. China to Canada; Madeleine Onne,
Avrtistic Director of Hong Kong Ballet; Kathy Chan, Director of Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Toronto);
Cathy Levy, Executive Producer, Dance, The National Arts Centre; Paul Tam, Executive Director of Hong Kong Ballet |
Photographer: Denis Drever
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Hong Kong Ballet Dancers with guests at the reception at The National Arts Centre | Photographer Denis Drever
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Martin Wechsler, Director of Programming of The Joyce Theater; (From left): Leung Chun Long, Coryphée of Hong Kong Ballet; Peggy
Madeleine Onne | Photographer: Yi-Chun Wu Lai, Corps de Ballet member of Hong Kong Ballet; Steve Barclay,
SRETEIIRETE 4285 Martin Wechsler » BREETE | 27 : Yi-Chun Wu Director of Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (New York); Vanessa

Lai, Corps de Ballet member of Hong Kong Ballet; Kenneth Ka Chun
Hui, Corps de Ballet member of Hong Kong Ballet |

Photographer: Yi-Chun Wu
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Building global reputation and forming
international partnership are two main corporate
strategies for Hong Kong Ballet. The Company
thanks the tour partners: Hong Kong Economic
and Trade Offices in Toronto and New York City,
as well as Cathy & Gerry Wang for their generous
support to turn this tour into opportunities for

brand and network growth.
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MATERE - REEEHZMENAOMNEES
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Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Toronto)
We work across Canada

==

HONG KONG ECOMNOMIC & TRADE OFFICE
MNew York

Hong Kong Meets America

Special Thanks:
Cathy & Gerry Wang



